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From Your Pastor

Lent, this year, has come rathe
early. It started with Ash
Wednesday on February 6, ar
we started celebrating the hol
season with Communion on th
First Sunday in Lent, Feb.10. S
by the time this newslette
reaches your hands, we will b
more than halfway on our Lente
Journey, on our way to Palm
Passion Sunday on March 1¢
and on to Holy Week which we
will celebrate on Maundy
Thursday, March 20, with &
Lenten Dinner/Communion/Foo
washing, with Good Friday the
next day, and Easter Sunday c
March 23. The Lenten Journe
ends when we arrive at the emp
tomb, where we realize that th
Christ we worship is a riser
Lord, alive and present in ou
world!

Wi nterds grip

Southern California has bee
harsh and firm this year. During
one storm towards the end c
January, Los Angeles had ¢
much rain and more, than it ha
during the whole of last year!

donodt know i f
January and February are r
longer our rainy season i
Southern California. Winter anc
rain come earlier than season
expectations- much as death
surprises some people earli

than expected and linger on

beyond their parameters @
welcome!  Somehow, as on
cannot take fo
schedul edo arrin
rainy season, one cannot als
t ake for gr at
schedul eo arr.i

the new life that it promises to al
who believe. And that is good
It is good because it shakes 1
out of our easy assumption th:
Easter is around the corner, ¢
automatically as spring come
after Wi nter,
after the forty days of Lent anc
foll owing Chr i
death in Holy Week!

Somehow, the glory of our faitt
Is that we can celebrate Easter
spite of Sinés
human natur e
constant reminder of its presenc
i n the midst o
loving community of faith.
Natureds seasol
prerequisite
celebration of new life, for we
are a people who believe in th
resurrection in and out of seasol
In fact, much more so when w
are in the grip of Sin and deatt
for thatés whe
with the living presence of the
Christ and the possibility of new
l'ife i n him &
like the disciples of old may be
disbelieving and still wondering!

As Christians, we first
experience the resurrection at ol

baptism, when our life is
incorporated into the life of Jesus
Christ.  As the apostle Paul
describes the sacrament, it is1a0 N
dying with Christ and a risingn d

with him to a new life. Our
baptism is the fi
birthso, bringffA¥

in the Spirit, one that has died to

sin and walks in newness of life.

We also experience resurrection
every time we celebrate the
Eucharist- the sacrament which
brings us in communion with
Godds eternal ulje
triumphed over sin and death. In

our celebration of Communionh d
we receive in our hearts his very

life that dared to abandon

hi mself t o Go d ¢
unconquerable and eternal love!
And we celebrate thed ©
resurrection every time we
encounter the living Christ in our i
loving acts, when we are most0 d G
dead to our old selves and most
alive in the Spirit- God 6 s N@{ t

" energy within us! So come, le@ S

us cel ebrate Chri
and our resurrection not only on
Easter Sunday, but every single
Sunday as we gather in his name

and experience his living
presence in our midstt Come U S
cel ebrate Christoé

even in moments of disbelieving
and wondering! Alleluia, Christ
is risen!

Your Co-Celebrant,
JMS
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From the Board of
Deacons

The Board of Deacons
welcomed two new Deacons to
the Board, and said farewell to
two others to begin the 2008
2009 year. The Board of
Deacons bade farewell to Araxie

Sarchisian and Jim Surmeian and

thanked them for their two years
of service. More importantly,
the Board of Deacons welcomed
Levon Baroutjian and Chris

© Ashkarian as new members to

the Board. The new Chair of the
- Board of Deacons is Levon
Baroutjian and we wish the new

members much success in their

two year terms.

The Missions Committee
planed and hosted the AMAA
Missions Luncheon on March
2" the details of which are in a
separate article in this newsletter.
In other activities, Missions is
developing their listing of their
annual Missions efforts for the
20082009 vyear and will
complete this within the next
month.

The

Membership and

Membership Committees, an
upcoming Sunday School event
Look for their activities in future
newsletters.

The Deacons are looking
forward to an active 2068009
year. Look for their activities in
this and future newsletters.

Respectfully submitted
Jim Surmeian
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From the Board of
Trustees

We continue with our efforts
i n keeping | A
grounds looking their best as ot
Lord deserves it and for ou
congregation to come and prais
Him with joy.

During the past two months
the following items were taker
care of:

1. The roof leaks in the Heritage
room, kitchen and the
Sanctuary were repaired.

2. A disabled parking sign wa:s

fixed.

Washers replaced

kitchen faucets.

3. in th

Please contact the office an

Christian Education Committees let them know if you see an)

are meeting to evaluate the new

projects discussed for the 2008
2009 year including Our
Neighbors Keepers and
membership evaluation for the

needed repairs. Thank you.

Respectfully submitted
Art Carpenter

Donot be a

In these days when macho
religion and politics and war
making get celebrated, there are
many calls for courage, valor,
strength, clobbering, and
her oi sm. But
called to be saints, not heroes,
says Samuel Wells [author of
Improvisation: The Drama of
Christian Ethics]. Heroes are
the center of stories told about
them,whereas saints are part of a
story in which God is the center.
A hero is willing to sacrifice
himself - perhaps even give his
life - for some cause, whereas a
saint rests assured that Christ has
already gained the greater good.
The icon of heroism is the
soldier, for the saint it is the
martyr. A hero cannot fail, lest

some great calamity occur, b tn d

the saint expects to fail an
knows that repentance,
forgiveness, reconciliation, and
restoration are needed. Finally,
by their heroic actions, heroes
stand out from the rest of society,
whereas saints depend upon their
brothers and sisters in the faith
community. All 64 New
Testament references to saints
are plural, saints are never
al one. o

AWhenever | get
remember the nice elderly couple
approached me with a camera on
a street in Honolulu one day.
When | struck a pose for them,
the man said,
you to take a
-- Actor Tom Selleck
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News from our Youth

With the Spring Semester ir
session, the youth has bee
preparing for school and all it
rigors. Despite the busines
school brings, we have tried t
keep our lives faithful and
devoted to the Lord. We art
planning for many future
activities and hope to enjoy
much fellowship together.

In our Sunday bible studies
we went through a short series «
bible studies on the topic o
redemption. We traced the effec
of Adamods fall
Christbés act ol
cross in the New Testament. A
we saw the extent to which ma
had become sinful in Adam, wx
wer e moved to
magnificent grace shown throug
Christ Jesus. Amidst the
hopel essness o
we saw the hope

One of the passages w
studied comes
letter to the Ephesians. 24
explains,ii B u t God,
in mercy, because of His grea
love with which He loved us,
even when we were dead in ou
transgressions, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace

you have been saved) and rais
us up with Him and seated us
with Him in the heavenly places
i n Christ Jesu:¢

Ephesians 24 was a great
reminder to the youth, and st
presently t o
perfect and indiscriminate lov¢
for His people. Going through
this study filled two purposes
For one, it magnified Christ in
bringing Him all the glory for
our salvation and for another,

| thanks Rev.

A Thank You Note
From
Steve and Lisa Kradjian

The family of Roxie Kradjia
Sogomian for his
arn
encouragement to the entire fam

pastoral care, Vvisits

N

S
d

ily,

as well as the friends and members

of Immanuel for the support, car

s,

and prayers they have lovingly
provided in the past several weeks.

showed us the pure grace

salvation. May we all keep thes
truths in mind as we progres
through this busy year?

We are also planning son
activities for the upcoming
mont hs. Hopefu
to make it to the beach once t
spring weather decides to sho
Also, we plan to get to som
sports events and hangout nigl
underway soon as well. We a
still offering Wednesday nigh
bible studies on the firs
Wednesday of the month f¢
anyone who is interested. It sta
at 8:30p.m for high school an
college students. Details f¢
events will be posted and maile
Any inquiries can be-enailed to

Sponsoring a
Newsletter Issue

Beginning with our next issue
our bimonthly newsletter (May
June), we invite you to sponsor
issue of the newsletter in lovir
memory of, or in honor of a love
one, for a donation of $300.

Each sponsorship will Db
acknowledged by the newsletter.
so doing, we hope to raise 75%
the expenses incurred in t
publication and mailing of eac
issue.

We hope and pray that memb
of our congregation will respond
this appeal as they have respon
to other appeals by our church.

of
y
il e
ng
ad

e

By

of

he
ch

ers
to
ded

Jeremy Tovmassian at
"
N

xarissoi@gmail.com
God bless!
Jeremy Tovmassia
Youth Leader

IACC Congregation

Please inform the church office

when you borrow any items from

the kitchen. If you have any in yo
possession please return them or

the office know, some items are

missing and we need to know if th

Lr
let

ey

are borrowed or need to be replaced.
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Sunday School News Our canned food drive was The following is a list of the
once again, a great succesd/e names of your leaders:
Sunday school is off to a collected enough food to fill Council Moderator
good start for 2008. We will approximately 15 large pape Jim Surmeian
continue to follow the schedule 9rocery bags to the brimThank Vice Moderator
previously set for the year YOU SO much to everyone who s  Marie Birebirian
except our field trip to the Long generously supported this Wor_thy Board of Deacor_l_s
Beach Aquarium was postponed cause. This year we are trying Levon Baroutjian
due to rain. It has been Something new. The collection Board of Trustees
rescheduled to June to celebratd?0X Will remain in the Narthex for  Art Carpenter
the end of another school year&nyone wishing to dpnate Secretary
and to kickoff our summer throughout the yearl will deliver Rose Carpenter
Sunday school.Next week the the items to the food kitchen on Treasurer

children will begin practicing Monthly basis. Jack Birebirian
their songs for Palm _ Council Members
Sunday. They really enjoy Respectfully submitted by, ~ Jean Beeson
singing along with JeremyHe Debra Gabriel,  Levon Birebirian
is truly a blessing with his guitar ~ Sunday School Superintender  Ed Kassabian
skills. Baghdo Khojikian
3 Melik Kumjian
Hratch Nuyujukian
Meet The Rosemary Saatjian
New Lucy Schlauch
IACC Music Director

Alenoush Yeghnazar
Leaders
Thank you to all who
The following participated in the electoral process
new leaders wereand may the Lord give wisdom to
installed by the our new elected leaders to act and
Pastor during the do according to His will.
morning worship
service

Fua \ T ) & _
Vice Moderator Marie Birebirian and
Treasurer Jack Birebirian

N Melik Kumjian, former Council Moderator

Music Director Alenoush Yeghnazar
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Anthems of the United States ¢ Reverend Sogomian gave the
America and Republic ofBenediction.
Armenia. Ve

Y

The birthday cake
cutting ceremony
was performed by
John Garakian ang
Terry Garton in
_ memory of Harry

th Sakalian. Both Joh
IACC 78 and Terry spoke

Anniversary Banquet  about Harry and hif
~ . Y. years o
nM9V| ng .FOI‘g]e cgticrn 1ACC.
Uni ted i n Gt rdibng t uee

attendees  were John Garakian and Terry Garton
The 78" Anniversary Banquet €ated to a musical

took place at the Golden Skewer S€lection from Komidas by ou .
Restaurant in Montebello on Choir Director, Alenoush  Special thanks to all those who

Saturday evening, February 23 Yeghnazar. Jack and Marisponsored this meaningful
All in attendance \;vere treated to Birebirian were surprised by ¢celebration banquet, (list can be
a traditional Armenian dinner ca@ke with candles, celebratin found on page 7) and the 130

with appetizers and kabobs. their ~45th  wedding
anniversary.

The Master of Ceremonies
for the evening was Jim
Surmeian, |ACC Council
Moderator.

Reverend Ron
Tovmassian, senio
pastor of UACC, and .-

moderator of (GRS

" the AEUNA, =
brought 5
greetings from £
the AEUNA 3
' and delivered 8
the keynote Z¥%
address  with GRS
great emphasis#
on t his
t h e me
A Mo v i
Forward,
United in
Chr i Aftero .

The eveningo6s whichp gvergone stoedgaach sar members, and friends of the
with the Invocation delivered by t he Chur ¢ h&6s anchurchwho had come to celebratet h
Reverend Sogomian followed by Po we r of Jesu:
the singing of the National Melik Kumjian

Rev. Ron Tovmassian
MC Jim Surmeian (Council Moderator)
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friendships and speciemission, we welcome the following
relationships with the Yeretzial gifts with thanks:

Harutunian, Eomurian, Pau

Arzoian, Katanjian, Arabian In Loving Memory of
Chookoorian, Garakian and ma Harry Sakalian

more families, many of whor \1s gzie Abajian

became his adopted extencp;.s. Maggie Anderson

families. Mr. & Mrs. Sam Arabian
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Arzoian

He enjoyed a special 40 ye ;o Mary Arzoian

relationship with Rose Harutunic \s ¢ Mrs. Vahe Ashkarian
who he loved very much until he e gyren M. Ayvazian

Harry Sakalian was born on passing.Then in 199_4 he marrie \1r. & Mrs. John Bair
October 29, 1919 in Bridgeport, ~0r& and they enjoyed 13 1y g wmrs. Jack Birebirian
Connecticut to his parents Irene years of joy together. Mr. & Mrs. Levon Birebirian
and Paul Sakalian.He enjoyed Harrv served in the Merchaer' Paul Bozoian _
growing up among his brothers Mari yd ina World War Il Mr. & Mrs. Penl_amln C;havdanan
Walley and John Ishbakian, arines during vvor aril, an'py, & Mrs. Lewis Davis
Albert Sakalian and sister Grace Supsequently worked for marys araxy Eksigian
Soukesian. He passed away on %_ears az a blusmes§ Manager melody Eomurian and Family
January 23, 2008 with family at S Prothefin-l @ wo st i g Mrs. Armen Fermanian
his side in his home in M Los Angeles_. In later years _h‘Mrs. Violet Fermanian
- Huntington Beach from performed sé:m.llar f'?]anc'.‘? Mr. & Mrs. Harold Ford
complications of congestive ganagement uties for his sis \ys. Flora Garakian
heart failure. His memorial race. Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Garakian
- service was held on January 26 at H The Garton Family and Parents
Westminster Memorial Park in arry was ‘a Very generoly; g mMrs. John Gasparian
the City of Westminster. person donating and gifting Ty james Gondjian
many charities, organization \s Elizabeth Haroutunian

political causes, and famil \1s Barbara V. Ishkanian
members. He had a love for life Ms. Dorothy Kandarian

eating out, political debating, arp1r & Mrs. Sumbad Kanlian
enjoying being with family anc\r e Mmrs. Albert Karagozian

Garakian, and Terry Garton and Iirrlﬁggs\./;e Vgifsa:ﬁ/ennarmfji%% Mr. & Mrs. Antranig

their families, also, his three who held ya verypspecial place( Karaminassian )
nephews; Philip Sakalian, Kenny . " - % C7 2 PE misMr' & Mrs. Vartkes Ketenjian
Soukesian, and Albert Ishkanian y "Mr. & Mrs. John Kouyoumjian

Harry Sakalian
19191 2008

(7]

Harry is survived by his wife
Flora Sakalian (Eomuriani
Garakian), his four stephildren;
Douglas, John and Gary

and their families. He will also ' greatly. Mr. & Mrs. Melik Kumijian

be missed by several great Dr. & Mrs. Hrag Marganian

nephews, nieces and their Ms. Lois Murray

families. Ms. Dorothy Nalbandian

Mrs. Annie Noorigian

Harry was a lifdong member Ms. Pat and Ms. Jo Ann

of Immanuel Armenian . Ohanesian

Congregational Church, Donations Mr. & Mrs. Ken Parnagian

supporting its mission and TO strengthen the ministry of oiMr. & Mrs. Dave Parrish
ministry. It was here that he church and to help nurture faitt Mr. Earl Paul
developed many of his stewardship and a deep sense Ms. June Pfeifer




